Abstract. We present new observations of the quasar 4C 37.43 in the course of a more general study of broad-line profiles in radio-loud AGN. During the most recent observations it became obvious that the broad profile H/? had changed significantly. Difference spectra show that a new blue component has appeared on the H/3 profile. The centroid of this new component is displaced about 2500kms -1 from the rest frame [Om]A5007. A corresponding blueshifted HellA4686 component may have also appeared.
The H/3 profile of 4C 37.43 showed a relatively sudden change in the last 2-3 years which represents an increase of ~ 10% in the flux of the blue side in the rest frame. The change is concentrated in a displaced peak (FWHM « 3000kms -1 ) shifted towards the blue by about 2500kms -1 . There is a marginal possibility 204 P. ROMANO ET AL. We see some analogy to the variable displaced 'double peaks' that appeared in the past decade in Pictor A. The simplest interpretation for this variable feature views it as material entrained and accelerated in a biconical outflow that is closer to the central engine than the bulk of the broad-line emitting clouds. In the case of 4C 37.43, the double-lobe structure provides evidence that the cone axis is aligned far from pole-on, suggesting that the actual ejection velocity could be much higher.
